Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1975 This interesting book presents a somewhat selective view of medical aspects of malignant diseases given by twenty-four contributors. Some of the biological processes involved in cancer and its metabolic effects are discussed in early chapters.
There are two helpful sections concerning diagnostic methods and the principles of therapy but the largest part of the book is concerned with the treatment of specific cancers. Much emphasis is placed on comparatively uncommon tumours but this is hardly surprising in view of the fact that treatment of these has been particularly successful and it is in these areas where greatest advances have been made. The final chapter on terminal care is written with characteristic compassion by Dr Cicely Saunders. This book fills a gap in the relatively sparse literature of oncology. It is easy to read but the index is confusing and could be improved. Certainly there is a good deal of interest for those whose work brings them into contact with patients suffering from all forms of cancer.
R K KNIGHT

Consultant Physician
Guy's Hospital The Group for Advancement of Psychiatry (GAP) is a US pressure group of 300 (out of 23 000) psychiatrists whose objectives are: to collect and appraise data; to revaluate old concepts and to develop and test new ones; and to apply the knowledge for better mental health. GAP have issued this pamphlet on the currently hot subject of 'recertification'. Recertification in narrow terms implies the reassessment, retesting and reexamination of established specialists holding American board certifications. The objectives are, from the profession's viewpoint, to encourage continuing education and to ensure that the doctor is up to date; from the public's viewpoint, to ensure that the doctor continues to be safe and knowledgeable; and from the government's viewpoint, that he is providing reasonable and good care.
The principle of recertification has been accepted by all the US specialty boards but only the American Board of Family Practice is putting the idea into practice by an MCQ recertifying exam from October 1976. GAP see many problems in recertification. First, is a legal one, whether professional and educational obsolescence can be used as a reason for revocation of a licence to practice. Second, is the problem that in psychiatry in USA less than one half of psychiatrists are Board certified and eligible for recertification. Third, they see many uncertainties in the methods of recertification and of the evaluative technologies that are used. These are described and considered.
In the end GAP recommends that there first has to be a much higher proportion of better trained and Board certified psychiatrists in USA. Then, once this has been achieved periodic voluntary recertification is put forward based on a minimal amount of approved continuing education, on MCQ tests, on assessment of interview techniques and psychotherapeutic skills and on audits of medical records.
From this report it is evident that the whole process of measurement of quality of doctors in USA is still in a confused and uncertain state in spite of all the activities over the years. JOHN Medica/North Holland 1976 This is a disappointing book for those of us who have been prescribing the monoamine oxidase inhibitors for the past fifteen years. The biochemistry articles would largely be understandable only by the biochemists themselves present at the symposium and none of the original research workers using these drugs such as Klein, West, Dally &c., who have had so much clinical experience, were invited to contribute. This means that the clinical aspects of these very valuable drugs discussed at the symposium are often below standard. We are not even told that the responders to the monoamine oxidase inhibitors are patients with anxiety states and depressions, who sleep heavily, and the tricyclics generally help only the early morning wakers. If the drug roles are reversed disaster can ensue, including attempted suicides, in both groups. There is no reference to combinations of these drugs being of value only in those with early morning waking.
It is difficult to see for what purpose the immense amount of work on this book has been done as it could hardly help clinicians or biochemists. Occasionally one comes across a new book which one feels instinctively is destined to become a classic reference work. This book, the result of a collaboration between the heads of two Dutch Orthodontic Departments, gives this impression. A remarkably produced publication, the atlas shows very graphically the process of development of the skull, dentition and dentoalveolar structures. This is displayed by means of photographic studies, roentgenographs and line drawings of a sequence of anatomical preparations of the jaws and teeth in a series of dried skulls. These range over a continuous spectrum of development from prenatal to full maturity, with several examples being given to show morphological variations at different ages.
The accompanying text is concise, well written and informative and it communicates a real depth of understanding of what is essentially an extremely complex area of development.
Although all credit must be given to the authors of this atlas, mention must be made of the outstanding contribution from those involved in the superb anatomical preparations and their subsequent photography.
This book contains a wealth of information which may well be unrepeatable in the future due to increasing difficulties in obtaining suitable anatomical material and without doubt this dynamic visualization of dental and facial development demands inclusion in the library of anyone with an interest in the development of the human dentition. index of 18 pages. There are a total of twenty chapters written by a variety of authors, the majority of whom are British. In general the book is to be highly commended although like any first edition it suffers a little inequality of standard from author to author and chapter to chapter. The first two chapters in which Dr Gurson of Turkey gives a historical introduction and Dr Metcoff deals with 'Maternal Nutrition and Fetal Growth' are outstandingly good and these alone make the book a desirable purchase for any interested pediatrician. A disappointing section in the book is that dealing with vitamins and particularly in relation to vitamin D. The treatment of this and of fetal, toddler and adolescent nutritional rickets did not seem to reach the standard usual in a postgraduate textbook of nutrition. The book would have perhaps benefited from greater development of the chapters dealing with nutrition per se as opposed to nutrition in disease situations. The chapter dealing with the 'Social Background of Child Nutrition' by Dr Moodie and 'Manufactured Foods' by Professor Bender are of great interest. The references are adequate and good. This is an excellent textbook which is strongly recommended for any p2ediatrician, dietitian, nutritionist or food scientist with more than a passing interest in nutrition. It is written at a postgraduate rather than an advanced level, making it easily readable and of interest also to general practitioners. £19.50 Edinburgh & New York: Churchill Livingstone 1976 'Systemic Pathology' first appeared in the 1960s during a period of change in pathology. 'Morbid anatomy' became 'histopathology' and pathologists with specialized training became more clinically orientated, more interested in functional changes and devoted more of their time to living patients, rather than the dead or laboratory animals. More than ever there was a need for a standard text book of morphological pathology as none of the German or American texts had been universally accepted in this country.
This first volume of the second edition, covering the pathology of the cardiovascular and respiratory systems, is an important landmark in that it represents the consolidation of a recently established standard work. Assessing a large specimen from a preliminary biopsy is part of a pathologist's daily round, and all the indications
